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Paralegal Advisory Committee

August 22, 2007

Minutes
1. Welcome new members

The committee welcomed Alicia Roane, CP.  Alicia is the secretary of the Orange Paralegal Association and is a Paralegal with the Orange County District Attorneys office.  The committee also welcomed Linda Nunn, the student representative from Santa Ana College.  Rafia Aleem, President of the Orange County Paralegal Association was unable to attend due to health reasons.
Other members present were Rick Manzano, Department Chair, John Howe Department Chair of Marketing and Management, Hilda Roberts, Dean Business Division, Sherri Bagdonas retired Paralegal and Secretary for the Business Division, Gerald Shelly,  Private Attorney and Ed Keck, paralegal.

Members not present Christine DeBoer, private sector, Tom Imboden Private sector, Barbara Pollinger, faculty, and Ed Ripley, Dean of Vocational Education. 
2. Report on status of full time positions

Chis DeBoer has officially retired.  Hilda has begun the process to request a replacement full time position for the paralegal program.
3. Discussion of ABA report/visit

The report has been turned in.  No word from the ABA except that they are presently back-logged.
4. New paralegal web page

The new paralegal web page located at http://sacparalegal.org was demonstrated.  Recommendation to include an "alumni feature", scholarship links to the OCPA, and employment opportunities were discussed.

5. Curriculum change recommendations

It is recommended with strong support from students that Para 100 be a recommended prerequisite to be taken before or concurrent with a students first semester of paralegal studies.
Para 143 should be a hard prerequisite to 144 (Civil Litigation and discovery series.)

Areas of interest in the industry would be to add modules on preparation of wills and trusts, foreclosure and more elder law issues.
6. Enrollment

Hilda reported that enrollments in the program are improving.  The evening and weekend college enrollments remain the strongest in the program.
7. Facilities

The advanced research class 248 has been scheduled in the PSI computer classroom at the Digital Media Center.  This works well as it is a very professional facility, with access for Lexus instruction and online research.

The majority of paralegal classes will be scheduled in A-205.  This will allow for posting of information in this area to be exposed to the majority of students. 
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